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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Broadwater-Frost house stands on the southerly
side of Main Street (U.S. Route 40) between Pennsylvania
Avenue and Reform Street in Grantsville, northern Garrett
County. The ground around the building rises in a southerly
direction.

The house is a two thirds Georgian forml frame structure,
two and a half stories high. It has clapboard siding,

a stone foundation (now nearly all covered by cement), and
a tin roof. A two and a half story frame wing projects

out the back or south side. A two story porch on the east
side of the wing was enclosed on both levels in recent
years. The upper level of the enclosed porch has clapboards
and the lower section has vertical siding. The roof line
of the main portion runs east/west and that of the wing
north/south. An internal brick chimney rises on the west
end of the main portion. The upper bricks of this chimney
appear to be newer than the lower ones.

The principal facade has three bays with the entrance
way in the easterly bay and two openings in (north side)
the foundation wall under the middle and westerly bays.
Three bays exist along the west side of the main portion
and two along the west side of the wing. The west gable
end of the main portion has a pent roof and no attic window.
The east side of the main portion has only one window on
the first floor, none on the second, and one in the attic.
While the east gable end does not presently have a pent
roof, there is evidence that one probably originally
existed. The siding on the east gable wall from just above
the first floor window to the peak of the roof is narrower
than that found on the other sides of the main portion. The
clapboard above the upper bays on the facade is pieced as
are the tops of the vertical strips on the northeast
corner. The roof overhang is narrow on the east end in
comparison to that on the west gable end. The attic
window on the east side is different (newer in appearance)
than those of the main portion of the structure.

The back of the wing is blank. There is a door with
a set of steps leading down from the second floor level
of the enclosed area and a window on the first floor of
the enclosure. The east side of the enclosed area has two
small windows and a door on the first floor and two small
windows on the second floor.

The major windows of the structure are double-hung,
wooden sashes with six-over-six lights. The window frames
and sills are thin. The front door is paneled but is from
a later period. There is a transom with one light above
the door. The trim around the windows of the enclosure is
of the type used in the twentieth century.

A one and a half story frame shed with a gable roof

sets to the south of the house.
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Broadwater-Frost house

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

The interior of the first floor consists of four large
rooms including the kitchen, a wide entrance hall, and an
enclosed porch. There are fireplaces with internal chimneys
in each of the four principal rooms. The room next to
the kitchen or back room has chair railing around it. The
entrance hall and the enclosed porch are arranged along the
easterly side of the principal rooms. A narrow set of
enclosed winding steps to the second story is located between
the two rooms in the wing. Both stairways lead only to the
second floor. A bathroom was installed under the main stair-
case in recent years.

The arrangement of rooms on the second floor varies
somewhat from the first floor because the back rooms of this
floor were converted for an apartment in recent years. The
entrance to the apartment is the door on the south side of
the enclosed porch. The front room and the hall were not
included in the apartment although none of the doors leading
into the hall were closed. 1In recent years, a bathroom and
closets were built into the hall. The only second floor room
presently with a fireplace is the front room. There is no
visible evidence of other fireplaces on this floor. The
only entrance to the attic is by a wooden ladder mounted
to a wall in the wing near the back steps.

The interior decorative detailing is "country Greek"
in style. The doorways and fireplaces are trimmed with
basic classical architectural elements--columns flanking
the opening with an entablature across the top--in the plain,
flat manner found commonly in rural areas. The mantelpieces
in the kitchen and upstairs room are less inspired than
those of the other rooms. The doors of the principal rooms
have two vertical narrow panels: some flat, some raised.
Several of the doors have metal latches with broad knobs
but no markings of identification. A graining pattern is
visible beneath the varnish brush strokes on the door leading
from the landing of the main staircase onto the enclosed
porch. The newel post of the main staircase is slender with
a vase turning surmounted by a block with a mushroom-like

knob on top. The balustrade is made up of turned elements.
Similar balustrades can be found in other early mid-ninteenth
century houses of western Maryland. The interior trim is

presently (1974) painted white.

The floor boards, or those visible, are wide. The
plaster walls are mostly paper. It is posssble that several
of the rooms may have had chair rail which has since been
removed and covered with paper. None of the fireplaces are

ggerablg and only one chimney, now used for the furnace, pierces
e Yoo
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Broadwater-Frost house is primarily significant
for its architecture. The building is representative of a
rural, domestic form of architecture of the early to mid-
nineteenth century. The design combines the informality
of the vernacular with the formality of the more fashionable
Georgian style. This is most evident in the facade which
is symmetrically arranged but, otherwise, has few signs
of aesthetic strivings. Other important architectural
features are the pent roof, an element not commonly found
in Western Maryland, and the evidence of the use of graining
for early interior decoration. The exact date of construction
of the Broadwater-Frost house is not known although the stylis+
tic features indicate the 1830's or 1840's.

Present day Grantsville was established about 1832
near the site of the earlier settlement founded by Hanson
Grant (The original settlement had completely disappeared
by the late nineteenth century.) Grantsville in 1840 is
described as consisting of four dwellings, one hotel, and
a blacksmith shop. (The Glades Star, p. 18). The "new"
town was not formally planned but, soon after establishment,
a number of lots were sold off by several entrepreneurs, one
of which was Adam Schultz. Schultz, who moved to Grantsville
from Somerset County, Pennsylvania about 1836, was involved
in several business activities including tanning, land
speculation, and operating a hotel. 1In 1836 Schultz purchased
about 840 acres of land in and around Grantsville. The lot
on which the Broadwater-Frost house stands was probably
included in this tract. Schultz sold the lot in 1849.
The house, which is large and was obviously erected for someone
with a high financial standing, is believed to have been
built for Schultz.

The property was purchased by Thomas Frost in 1878 as
a gift, according to tradition, for a daughter who was
married to J. S. Broadwater, a merchant. Ownership passed
on to the two daughters of J. S. Broadwater in the 1940's.
The last surviving daughter died in Spring, 1974.

The future of the Broadwater-Frost house is in guestion.
Miss Broadwater bequeathed the property to either the Garrett

County Historical Society or the Ruth Enlow Library, Garrett
County; however, neither organization is in the position to

(See continuation sheet No. 2)
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Broadwater-Frost house

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

The general condition of the Broadwater-Frost house
is good although the floors of the back rooms in the wing
may need structural work. The basic structure appears to
be intact as do most of the original faatures--decorative
detailing, room arrangement, etc.

“The side-hall with two parlors room arrangement is
referred to by Henry Glassie in Pattern In the Material Folk
Culture of the Eastern United States (1968) as beiling two-
thirds of the full Georgian form.

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

accept the gift and both have, therefore, rejected it. Under
this condition, the property goes to a resident of Grantsville
who intends to donate it to a local church. There is some
question as to whether or not the church has a use for the
building. Demolition of the Broadwater-Frost house would

be a serious blow to the architectural and historical

heritage of Western Maryland and its maintenance, and possible
restoration, should be encouraged.

GPO 921.724
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